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meaningless if thus explained. " ~Tiie
Cardinal, however, says that whatever
" has not been thus authenticated, whether
it was prophetical information or comment
on the past dispensations, is, from the
circumstances of the case, lost to the
Church." x That is very probably, in fact
certainly, true, so far as the Church is
concerned, but it is none the less recover-
able.

Commenting on Irenaeus, who in his
work Against Heresies lays much stress
on the existence of an Apostolic Tradition
in the Church, the Cardinal writes : "He
then proceeds to speak of the clearness and
cogency of the traditions preserved in the
Church, as containing that true wisdom of
the perfect, of which S. Paul speaks, and
to which the Gnostics pretended. And,
indeed, without formal proofs of the
existence and the authority in primitive
times of an Apostolic Tradition, it is plain
that there must have been such a tradition,
granting that the Apostles conversed, and
their friends had memories, like other men.
It is quite inconceivable that they should

*Ibid. ch. I. Sec. III. pp. 55, 56.